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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method and a device for identify- 
ing a virtual product when said product is distributed to third persons. The 
virtual product is presented in a digital form and the identification indicates 
which rights a third party has acquired with respect to the virtual product re- 
ceived. According to the invention, the virtual product is initially made avail- 
able (SI 00) in the form of a file by a distributor. Subsequently, an electronic 
document is made available (S106) for the virtual product thus provided, said 
document containing information referring to the distribution of the virtual 
product Then, the thus produced electronic proof is allocated (S108) to the 
file which is subsequently distributed (SI 10) to third persons. If the third party 
wishes to aquire rights to the received tile, the necessary transactions are car- 
ried out (SI 20) using the information associated with the electronic document, 
so that the distributor of the virtual product can provide the third party with a 
predelennined right. At the end of said transaction, an electronic receipt is pro- 
duced (SI 20) containing information relating to the rights aq aired by the third 
party in the transaction and subsequently, the electronic receipt is allocated to 
the associated file with the associated document, received by the third party. 

(57) Znsammenfassung: Bei einem Verfahren und einer Vorrichtung 
zur Kennzeichnnng einer virtnellen Ware beim VerteHen derselben an 
Dritte, wooei die virtue lie Ware in digitaler Form vcrliegt, und wobei die 
Kennzeichnnng an gib t, welche Rechte ein Dritter, der die virtueUe Ware 
empfangen hat, an der virtnellen Ware erworben hat, wird zunachst die 
virtuelle Ware durch ein en Vertreaber in Form einer Datei bereitgestellt 
(SI 00). Anschlieflend wird ein elektronischer Beleg fur die bereitgestellte 
virtuelle Ware erzeugt (SI 06), dem Informationen bezuglich der Vertreibers 
der virtnellen Ware zugeordnet sincL AnschlieSend wird der so erzeugte 
elektronische Beweis der Datei zugeordnet (S108X die anschliefiend an einen 
Dritten verteilt wird (SI 10), Falls der Dritte Rechte an der empfangenen 
Dated erwerben will, so werden 
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